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HISPANIC HERITAGE YOUTH AWARDS HONORED AND PRESENTED 21 SAN DIEGO-AREA HIGH
SCHOOL SENIORS WITH MORE THAN A HALF MILLION DOLLARS IN GRANTS FOR LEADERSHIP IN
CLASSROOM AND COMMUNITY
University of San Diego Hosted Ceremony — Local Students Eligible for National Award and Travel to Washington, DC

WASHINGTON, DC—The Hispanic Heritage Foundation (HHF) announced the recipients of the San Diego Regional Hispanic Heritage Youth
Awards (HHYA). Twenty-one local high school seniors, and one teacher, were honored for their leadership in the classroom and community and
promoted as role models for their peers during a ceremony at University of San Diego this Wednesday.

The 2008 San Diego Youth Awardees received educational grants in the amounts of $3,000 for Gold Medallion, $2,000 for Silver Medallion and
$1,000 for Bronze Medallion Awardees. The Teacher Award, presented by Staples Foundation for Learning, recognized a teacher that made a
significant impact on the lives of students and was announced at the Awards ceremony.

In 12 regions across the country, 252 Youth Awardees received more than $500,000 in total grants after being selected from an original pool of
thousands of applications. The San Diego Regional Youth Award recipients were:

Academic Excellence, for extraordinary academic achievement, presented by the Sprint Foundation:
Adali Martinez of San Diego, CA - San Diego High School of International Studies- Gold Medallion
Erika Zavala of Chula Vista, CA - Castle Park High School- Silver Medallion
Michelle N. Flores of Indio, CA - Indio High School- Bronze Medallion

Business, for strong business aptitude, sponsored by the National Society of Hispanic MBAS:
Alejandra Coronado of Chula Vista, CA - Castle Park High School - Gold Medallion
Norma L. Rojas of Escondido, CA - San Pasqual High School - Silver Medallion
Sapphira Vidaurri of Twentynine Palms, CA - Twentynine Palms High School - Bronze Medallion

Education, for demonstrated desire to be among the next generation of teachers, sponsored by Southwest Airlines
(also the Official Airline of the HHYA):

Ana L. Bojorquez of San Diego, CA- Southwest High School - Gold Medallion

Jose J. Melo of Fallbrook, CA - Fallbrook High School - Silver Medallion

Emma K. Ah Sing of Rosamond, CA - Desert High School - Bronze Medallion

Engineering and Mathematics, for innovation in mathematics, engineering, or technology, sponsored by ExxonMobil:
Richard J. Graver of Chula Vista, CA - Chula Vista Senior High School - Gold Medallion
Elizabeth J. Seleb of Escondido, CA - San Pasqual High School - Silver Medallion
Daniela H. Palmer of Temecula, CA - Chaparral High School - Bronze Medallion

Journalism, for creativity and integrity in print, broadcast, or web-based media, sponsored by NBC Universal/Telemundo:
Diana |. Crofts-Pelayo of La Mesa, CA - Grossmont High School - Gold Medallion
Youali Ramirez of Pauma Valley, CA - Valley Center High School - Silver Medallion
Jose A. Lizarraga of San Diego, CA- Crawford Complex (IDEA) - Bronze Medallion

Leadership, for excellent leadership skills in the classroom and community, sponsored by Sallie Mae (also the Official Student Loan Partner of the
HHYA):

Nicolas E. Mendoza of Alpine, CA- Steele Canyon Charter High School - Gold Medallion

Elizabeth B. Navarro of San Diego, CA — Point Loma High School - Silver Medallion

Cesar Castro of National City, CA- Sweetwater Union High School - Bronze Medallion

Sports, for athletic prowess and sportsmanship, sponsored by SUBWAY® Restaurants:
Monique Barrios of Ramona, CA - Ramona High School - Gold Medallion
Guillermo Guzman of San Diego, CA- The Preuss School UCSD - Silver Medallion
Andrea Schiller of San Diego, CA - Scripps Ranch High School - Bronze Medallion

Regional committees selected Awardees from the thousands of applications submitted by graduating high school seniors of Hispanic descent.
Selection criteria included academic achievement, community service, and category focus.



“We are so proud of the Youth Awards program, which is progressing by leaps and bounds with more sponsor involvement, celebrity participation,
and most importantly, student recognition.” said José Antonio Tijerino, President and CEO of the Hispanic Heritage Foundation. “The San Diego
Awardees are role models and leaders who excel inside and outside of the classroom. They and their fellow regional honorees represent the next
generation of emerging Hispanic professionals, and we are committed to providing them with opportunity and support.”

“The students being honored are an inspiration to us all,” said actor Wilmer Valderrama, Official Spokesperson of the 2008 Hispanic Heritage Youth
Awards and Inspira Award Recipient. “These young leaders are setting a positive example not only for the Hispanic community, but for people
throughout the country. The determination, generosity of spirit and accomplishment they have demonstrated at such young ages are only a small
fraction of what they will eventually go on to achieve, and | applaud their hard work.”

The success of the Youth Awards program is predicated by the support of thousands of high schools, community organizations, and business
partners. In addition to the category sponsors listed above, the Inspira Award is presented by Hershey’s. Official Sponsors of the Hispanic Heritage
Youth Awards include Allianz Life, Hilton Hotels Corporation, Sallie Mae, Southwest Airlines, Target, and Wachovia. Youth Award Partners include
the Hispanic College Fund, VMe, and Voto Latino. Hispanic Heritage Foundation Partners and Sponsors include Home Builders Institute, National
Association of Home Builders, Lowe’s, the National Research Center for College and University Admissions (NRCCUA), Pulte Homes, Sprint
Foundation, and UPS.

After the local ceremonies, the 252 Regional Youth Awards recipients will be narrowed to one National Youth Award recipient for each of the seven
categories. Those individuals will be honored at the National Youth Awards presentation, where each student will receive an additional $5,000
educational grant and a laptop computer. The National Youth Awardees will then be presented with their award onstage during a special ceremony
of the 22nd Annual Hispanic Heritage Awards in Washington, DC on October 9, 2008.

About the Hispanic Heritage Youth Awards

The Hispanic Heritage Youth Awards were created to identify and promote the next generation of role models by celebrating their accomplishments
in the classroom and community. These young leaders are promoted as role models for their peers. With the Youth Awards as a feeder program,
the LOFT (Latinos on Fast Track) initiative was launched in 2004 to systematically develop sustainable relationships between top Hispanic young
professionals who have been awarded and America’s workforce.

The Hispanic Heritage Foundation, a 501¢3 not-for-profit organization, identifies, prepares, and positions Latino leaders in the community, classroom
and workforce through national cultural, educational, and career development programs. For more information about the Hispanic Heritage
Foundation, please visit www.HispanicHeritage.org.

NOTE: To sponsor the Hispanic Heritage Youth Awards and other Hispanic Heritage Foundation programs please call 202.861.9797.
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LOS HISPANIC HERITAGE YOUTH AWARDS RINDIERON HOMENAJE Y PROPORCIONARON MAS
DE MEDIO MILLON DE DOLARES EN BECAS UNIVERSITARIAS

e 21 ESTUDIANTES HISPANOS DE SAN DIEGO QUE ESTAN EN SU ULTIMO ANO DE PREPARATORIA
FUERON HONRADOS POR SU LIDERAZGO EN LA ESCUELA Y LA COMUNIDAD.

Washington, DC—La Fundacion Hispanic Heritage (HHF) anuncio a los ganadores de los Hispanic Heritage Youth Awards en San
Diego. Veintiln estudiantes hispanos que se graduaran en poco tiempo de la escuela preparatoria, fueron reconocidos por su
liderazgo en la escuela y la comunidad. También fueron ascendidos como modelos ejemplares ante sus compafieros durante la
ceremonia en su honor. Esta ceremonia se llevé acabo en la sede de la Universidad de San Diego este miércoles 14 de mayo.

Los ganadores de los Youth Awards 2008 en San Diego recibieron becas educativas por las cantidades de $3,000 a la Medalla de
Oro, $2,000 a la Medalla de Plata, y $1,000 a la Medalla de Bronce. A través de una asociacion entre la Fundacion Hispanic Heritage
y Staples Foundation for Learning, se presentd un Premio al Maestro - que haya tenido un gran impacto en las vidas de sus
estudiantes. La profesora ganadora fue anunciada durante la ceremonia de premios.

En doce regiones a lo largo del pais, 252 estudiantes recibieron mas de $500,000 en becas después de sobresalir en la competencia
entre miles de solicitudes. Los premiados en la region de San Diego son:

Excelencia Académica, por su extraordinario logro académico — patrocinado por Sprint Foundation:
Adali Martinez de San Diego, CA — Preparatoria de Estudios Internacionales de San Diego - Medalla de Oro
Erika Zavala de Chula Vista, CA — Preparatoria Castle Park - Medalla de Plata
Michelle N. Flores de Indio, CA - Preparatoria Indio - Medalla de Bronce

Negocios, por su gran habilidad en los negocios — patrocinado por Nacional Society of Hispanic MBAS:
Alejandra Coronado de Chula Vista, CA - Preparatoria Castle Park - Medalla de Oro
Norma L. Rojas de Escondido, CA - Preparatoria San Pasqual - Medalla de Plata
Sapphira Vidaurri de Twentynine Palms, CA - Preparatoria Twentynine Palms - Medalla de Bronce

Educacion, por demostrar su deseo de estar en la siguiente generacion de profesores — patrocinado por Southwest Airlines
(aerolinea oficial del HHYA):

Ana L. Bojérquez de San Diego, CA- Preparatoria Southwest - Medalla de Oro

José J. Melo de Fallbrook, CA - Preparatoria Fallbrook - Medalla de Plata

Emma K. Ah Sing de Rosamond, CA - Preparatoria Desert - Medalla de Bronce

Ingenieria y Matematicas, por la innovacion en matematicas, ingenieria y tecnologia — patrocinado por ExxonMobil;
Richard J. Graver de Chula Vista, CA - Preparatoria Chula Vista Senior - Medalla de Oro
Elizabeth J. Seleb de Escondido, CA - Preparatoria San Pasqual - Medalla de Plata
Daniela H. Palmer de Temécula, CA - Preparatoria Chaparral - Medalla de Bronce

Periodismo, por su creatividad e integridad en la radio, television y otros medios — patrocinado por NBC Universal y Telemundo:
Diana I. Crofts-Pelayo de La Mesa, CA - Preparatoria Grossmont - Medalla de Oro
Youali Ramirez de Pauma Valley, CA - Preparatoria Valley Center - Medalla de Plata
José A. Lizarraga de San Diego, CA- Preparatoria Crawford Complex (IDEA) - Medalla de Bronce

Liderazgo, por sus excelentes habilidades en la escuela y la comunidad - patrocinado por Sallie Mae (socio oficial de préstamos para estudiantes
del HHYA):

Nicolas E. Mendoza de Alpine, CA- Preparatoria Steele Canyon Charter - Medalla de Oro

Elizabeth B. Navarro de San Diego, CA — Preparatoria Point Loma - Medalla de Plata



Cesar Castro de National City, CA- Preparatoria Sweetwater Union - Medalla de Bronce

Deportes, por sus excelentes habilidades como atleta y compafiero de equipo — patrocinado por los restaurantes SUBWAY®:
Monique Barrios de Ramona, CA - Preparatoria Ramona - Medalla de Oro
Guillermo Guzman de San Diego, CA- Preparatoria Preuss de UCSD - Medalla de Plata
Andrea Schiller de San Diego, CA — Preparatoria Scripps Ranch - Medalla de Bronce

Comités regionales eligieron a los ganadores entre miles de solicitudes de estudiantes hispanos. Para tomar una decision ellos
observaron en cada estudiante; los logros académicos, el servicio comunitario, el tema de la categoria, y la identificacion e importancia
de ser hispano.

“Estamos tan orgullosos del programa Youth Awards que cada afio sigue creciendo con méas patrocinadores, mas participacion de
estrellas, y —lo mas importante — reconociendo a mas estudiantes,” dijo José Antonio Tijerino, Presidente y Director de la Fundacion
Hispanic Heritage. “Los ganadores en San Diego son lideres que sobresalen dentro y fuera de la escuela. Ellos y los otros ganadores
regionales representan a la proxima generacion de profesionales hispanos y nosotros estamos comprometidos a ofrecerles
oportunidades y apoyo.”

“Los estudiantes que fueron premiados, son una inspiracion para todos nosotros,” comenté el actor Wilmer Valderrama, Portavoz
Oficial de los Hispanic Heritage Awards 2008 y ganador del premio Inspira. “Estos jovenes convertidos en lideres, son un ejemplo
positivo no solo para la comunidad Hispana, si no también para el resto del pais. Su determinacion, espiritu de generosidad y logros
que han alcanzado en tan corta edad son una pequefia fraccion de lo que lograran a través de sus vidas. Yo les doy un aplauso por su
fuerte trabajo.”

El éxito del programa Youth Awards es debido al apoyo de miles de escuelas preparatorias, organizaciones comunitarias, y socios
comerciales. Ademas de las clases de patrocinadores ya mencionados, los Inspira Awards son presentados por Hershey's.
Patrocinadores oficiales de los Hispanic Heritage Awards incluyen a: Allianz Life, Hilton Hotels Corporation, Sallie Mae, Southwest
Airlines, Target, y Wachovia. Los socios de los Youth Awards son: Hispanic College Fund, VMe y Voto Latino. Patrocinadores y socios
de la Fundacion Hispanic Heritage incluyen a: Home Builders Institute, National Association of Home Builders, Lowe’s, the National
Research Center for College and University Admissions (NRCCUA), Pulte Homes, Sprint Foundation y UPS.

De los 252 estudiantes que recibieron el premio regional, se elige uno por cada una de las ocho categorias para recibir el premio
nacional. Estos estudiantes son reconocidos en la presentacién nacional de Youth Awards, donde cada estudiante recibe $5,000
adicionales en beca y una computadora portatil. Los ganadores nacionales seran presentados durante la ceremonia del los Hispanic
Heritage Awards en Washington DC el 9 de Octubre de 2008.

Sobre los Hispanic Heritage Youth Awards

El programa Hispanic Heritage Youth Awards fue creado para identificar y promover a la préxima generacién de lideres hispanos al
celebrar sus logros en la escuela y en la comunidad. Estos pequefios lideres son ascendidos como modelos ejemplares ante sus
comparieros. Con los Youth Awards como un programa secundario, LOFT (Latinos on Fast Track) fue inicialmente lanzado en el 2004
para desarrollar y mantener relaciones entre los jévenes profesionales de alto rango que hayan sido premiados y las compafiias de
este pais.

La Fundacion Hispanic Heritage, una organizacion sin fines de lucro, identifica y prepara a lideres Latinos en la comunidad, escuela, y
mano de obra a través de programas nacionales que son culturales, educativos, y que ayudan a desarrollar a los estudiantes como
profesionales. Para més informacion acerca de La Fundacién Hispanic Heritage, visite www.HispanicHeritage.org.

NOTA: Para patrocinar los Hispanic Heritage Youth Awards y otros programas de la Fundacion Hispanic Heritage, por favor
llamar a 202.861.9797.
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