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2008 HISPANIC HERITAGE YOUTH AWARDS PROVIDE HISPANIC HIGH SCHOOL
SENIORS WITH THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS IN EDUCATIONAL GRANTS

Actor and Inspira Award Winner Wilmer Valderrama Launches 11th Annual Program; Applications
Available Online and at SUBWAY® Restaurants

WASHINGTON, DC — The Hispanic Heritage Foundation (HHF) today announced the
launch of the 11th annual Hispanic Heritage Youth Awards. Applications are now
available online at www.hispanicheritage.org. This year, the Hispanic Heritage
Foundation will offer educational grants totaling nearly half of a million dollars in 12
regions throughout the country. Applications must be submitted electronically by
midnight PST March 14, 2008. Application package must be postmarked by March 14,
2008.

“Hispanic high school seniors all over the country should apply for the Youth Awards
because they have a chance to receive thousands of dollars in educational grants, a
laptop computer and even a trip to Washington, DC for the Hispanic Heritage Awards,”
said 2008 Hispanic Heritage Youth Awards Spokesperson, Inspira Award Recipient and
Actor Wilmer Valderrama. “These awards recognize bright young future leaders who
excel in the classroom, on the playing field, or in the community.”

The Award categories are:

e Business, for students who have achieved success in the business community;
sponsored by the National Society of Hispanic MBAs (NSHMBA)

e Education, for students with a demonstrated desire to be among the next
generation of teachers; sponsored by Southwest Airlines

e Engineering & Mathematics, for students with a strong interest in the fields of
mathematics, engineering, or technology; sponsored by ExxonMobil

e Journalism, for students involved in print, broadcast or online journalism;
sponsored by NBC Universal and Telemundo

e Leadership, for students who have shown excellent leadership skills in the
classroom and community; sponsored by Sallie Mae

e Sports, for students who excel in athletics; sponsored by SUBWAY® restaurants

Graduating high school seniors of Hispanic descent are chosen by regional selection
committees based on their academic achievement, community service, category focus,
and short written statements. Three Awards for students are presented in each category
at 12 regional events. A Teacher Award, through a partnership between HHF and the
Staples Foundation for Learning, will be presented to a teacher who has made a
significant impact on the students’ lives. The teacher will receive recognition at the
Awards ceremony and be considered for National recognition at the National Youth
Award Ceremony in July. Each gold medallion recipient will receive a $3,000


mailto:esther@parkandassociates.com
http://www.hispanicheritage.org/

educational grant; silver medallion recipients will receive a $2,000 educational grant;
and bronze medallion recipients will receive a $1,000 educational grant.

“Thanks to the generosity of our dedicated sponsors, we are helping more young people
achieve their goals through higher education,” said José Antonio Tijerino, President and
CEO of the Hispanic Heritage Foundation.

The success of the Youth Awards program is predicated by the support of thousands of
high schools, community organizations, and business partners. In addition to the
category sponsors listed above, the Inspira Award is presented by Hershey’s. Official
Sponsors of the Hispanic Heritage Youth Awards include Allianz Life, Sallie Mae,
Southwest Airlines and Target. Youth Award Partners include the Hispanic College
Fund, VMe, and Voto Latino. Hispanic Heritage Foundation Partners include Ernst &
Young, Google, Home Builders Institute, National Association of Home Builders,
Lowe’s, the National Research Center for College and University Admissions
(NRCCUA), and Pulte Homes.

The 12 regional Youth Awards ceremonies are coordinated primarily at colleges and
universities across the country, including Stanford University, University of
Pennsylvania, University of Chicago, Rice University, University of San Diego among
others. Approximately 200-250 guests gather in each region for moving ceremonies
that celebrate the achievements of the Youth Awardees.

After the local ceremonies, the Regional Youth Awards recipients are narrowed down to
one national Youth Award recipient for each category. Those individuals will be honored
at the National Youth Awards presentation where each student receives an additional
$5,000 educational grant and a laptop computer. The National Youth Awardees will then
be presented with their award onstage during the 22nd Annual Hispanic Heritage
Awards in Washington, DC on October 9, 2008.

About the Hispanic Heritage Youth Awards

The Hispanic Heritage Youth Awards were created to identify and promote the next
generation of role models by celebrating their accomplishments in the classroom and
community. These young leaders are promoted as role models for their peers. With the
Youth Awards as a feeder program, the LOFT (Latinos on Fast Track) initiative was
launched in 2004 to systematically develop sustainable relationships between top
Hispanic young professionals who have been awarded and America’s workforce.

The Hispanic Heritage Foundation, a 501c3 not-for-profit organization, identifies,
inspires, promotes, and prepares Latino role models through national leadership,
educational, and workforce programs. For more information about the Hispanic Heritage
Foundation, please visit www.HispanicHeritage.orq.

NOTE: To sponsor the Hispanic Heritage Youth Awards and other Hispanic
Heritage Foundation programs please call 202.861.9797.
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LOS HISPANIC HERITAGE YOUTH AWARDS PROPORCIONAN MILES DE DOLARES EN BECAS
UNIVERSITARIAS A ESTUDIANTES HISPANOS EN EL ULTIMO ANO DE SECUNDARIA

El Actor y Ganador del Premio Inspira Wilmer Valderrama Lanza el Programa este Afio; Solicitudes Disponibles
por Internet y en Restaurantes SUBWAY®

WASHINGTON, DC—La fundacion Hispanic Heritage (HHF) anuncia el lanzamiento de los Hispanic Heritage
Youth Awards 2008. Las solicitudes estan disponibles en www.hispanicheritage.org. Este afio la Fundacién
Hispanic Heritage ofrece becas universitarias que suman casi medio millén de délares en las 12 regiones por
todo el pais. Hay que someter las solicitudes electronicamente antes de la medianoche PST el 14 de marzo,
2008. El paquete de documentos necesita ser enviado antes del 14 de marzo, 2008.

“Estudiantes hispanos en todo el pais, que estan en el Ultimo afio de la escuela secundaria deben solicitar los
Youth Awards porque les da la oportunidad de recibir miles de doélares en becas universitarias, una
computadora portatil y hasta una viaje a Washington, DC para los Hispanic Heritage Awards” dijo actor Wilmer
Valderrama, el portavoz de los Hispanic Heritage Awards 2008 y ganador del Premio Inspira. “Estos premios
reconocen a los lideres del futuro quienes se destacan en la escuela y en la comunidad”.

Las categorias de los premios son:

¢ Negocios, para estudiantes que alcanzaron éxito en el sector de negocios; patrocinado por National
Society of Hispanic MBAs (NSHMBA)

e Educacion, para estudiantes que demuestran un deseo de ser parte de la pr6xima generacion de
profesores; patrocinado por Southwest Airlines

¢ Ingenieriay Matematicas, para estudiantes con un interés fuerte en matematicas, ingenieria o
tecnologia; patrocinado por ExxonMobil

e Periodismo, para estudiantes que estan involucrados en periodismo y comunicacion; patrocinado por
NBC Universal y Telemundo

e Liderazgo, para estudiantes que demuestran habilidades excelentes de liderazgo en la clase o en la
comunidad; patrocinado por Sallie Mae

o Deportes, para estudiantes que sobresalen en los deportes; patrocinados por Restaurantes
SUBWAY®

Comités de seleccion regionales eligen a los estudiantes ganadores de por sus logros académicos, su servicio
a la comunidad, y su destacamento en la categoria. Se presentan tres Awards de cada categoria a
estudiantes a los 12 eventos regionales. A través de una asociacién entre la Fundacién Hispanic Heritage y la
Staples Foundation for Learning, se presentara un Teacher Award a un profesor que tiene un gran impacto en
las vidas de sus estudiantes. El profesor/La profesora recibira un reconocimiento durante la ceremonia y
tendra la oportunidad de ser elegido para el Premio Nacional y ser reconocido durante la ceremonia nacional
en julio. Cada estudiante que recibe la medalla de oro también reciben una beca de $3,000; $2,000 con la
Medalla de Plata, y $1,000 con la Medalla de Bronce.

“Gracias a la generosidad y dedicacion de nuestros patrocinadores, estamos ayudando a mas jovenes
alcanzar sus suefios de continuar con su educacién universitaria,” dijo José Antonio Tijerino, el presidente y
director de la fundacién Hispanic Heritage.

El éxito de los Premios Youth Awards es posible gracias al apoyo de miles de escuelas secundarias,
organizaciones comunitarias, y socios de la fundacién. Ademas de los patrocinadores de categoria ya
mencionados, el premio Inspira es patrocinado por Hershey’s. Patrocinadores oficiales de los Premios Youth
Awards incluyen a Allianz Life, Sallie Mae, Southwest Airlines, y Target. Socios de los Youth Awards incluyen
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al Hispanic College Fund, VMe, y Voto Latino. Socios de la fundacion Hispanic Heritage incluyen a Ernst &
Young, Google, Home Builders Institute, Nacional Association of Home Builders, Lowe’s, la Nacional
Research Center for College and University Admissions (NRCCUA), y Pulte Homes.

Las 12 ceremonias regionales se llevan cabo en universidades por todo el pais como Stanford University,
University of Pennsylvania, University of Chicago, Rice University, University of San Diego, y otros.
Aproximadamente 200-250 invitados asisten las ceremonias en cada region para celebrar los logros de los
jovenes ganadores.

Después de las ceremonias regionales, se elige un ganador nacional por cada categoria. Estos estudiantes
son reconocidos durante la ceremonia nacional de los Youth Awards, donde cada estudiante recibe una
computadora portatil y una beca adicional de $5,000. Los ganadores nacionales también seran reconocidos
en el escenario de los Premios Hispanic Heritage en Washington DC el 9 de octubre 2008.

Sobre los Hispanic Heritage Youth Awards

El programa Hispanic Heritage Youth Awards fue creado para identificar y promover a la proxima generacion
de lideres hispanos al celebrar sus logros en la escuela y en la comunidad. Todos los estudiantes que reciben
un Youth Award pasan a ser miembros del programa LOFT (Latinos on Fast Track) que se lanzé en el 2004
para preparar a los jévenes hispanos para el futuro de su carrera profesional con programas especificos para
cada industria y compafia.

La fundacién Hispanic Heritage, una organizacion sin fin de lucro, celebra y promueve el orgullo, la cultura 'y
los logros de hispanos a través de programas educativos y de liderazgo. Para mas informacion visite
www.HispanicHeritage.org.

Para patrocinar los Hispanic Heritage Youth Awards y otros programas de la Fundaciéon Hispanic
Heritage, por favor llamar a 202.861.9797.
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